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BACKGROUND:  The Community Development and Social Justice option is a new 

option with emphasis focusing on training urban planners who have strong social 

aspects in urban and regional planning.  
 

The Community Development and Social Justice option is designed for students who 

are most interested in issues related to housing, economic development, public space 

and place making, citizen participation, planning and social diversity, or the equitable 

(re)development of cities and regions.  Through a combination of classroom and 

community-based learning activities, students gain practical knowledge in the history, 

theories, and methods (analytical and engagement) that will help them work more 

ethically and efficiently in complex and sometimes contentious professional and political 

settings. 

 
RESOURCES CONSULTED: 
Deans 
Associate Deans 
Department Chairs 
All Faculty 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Before reaching the Academic Programs Committee, this program was reviewed by the 
College Curriculum Committee in the College of ENV as well as the Dean of ENV and 
the Office of Academic Programs.  All concerns raised at those levels were addressed.  
The Academic Programs Committee then conducted campus-wide consultation, as well 
as its own review of the program.  No concerns were raised. 
  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

The Academic Programs Committee recommends approval of the semester program - 
Urban & Regional Planning-Community Development & Social Justice Option 
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